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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF LLANSTADWELL COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 9TH DECEMBER 2025 AT NEWTON HALL, WATERSTON AT 7.00PM

PRESENT:		Cllr R Diggle (Chair)
			Cllr H Dyer
			Cllr B Evans
			Cllr Y Horrocks
			Cllr P Roberts
			Cllr M Reynolds
			Cllr G Wilson

APOLOGIES:		Cllr J Dyer
			Cllr E Pugh

			The Clerk was in attendance (Mrs J Clark-Davies)

155/25	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	An interest was declared by Cllr B Evans in the playground report item, the planning application and the budget item relating to the Boat Club rent. Cllr H Dyer also declared an interest in the Boat Club rent discussion.

156/25	CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The chairman advised that he had attended an online meeting with OVW on a Local Resolution Protocol for minor issues.  This did not include unfair dismissal or bullying of the clerk issues. Most opinions were fairly negative as no sanctions can be applied.

157/25	MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on 11th November 2025 were proposed and seconded.  They were agreed as a true record apart from the following amendments:

a)  Minute 138/25 change ‘Gravell’ to ‘Horrocks’ in two places.
b) Minute 139/25 add the word ‘behalf’ at the end of the first sentence.
c) Minute 146/25 a) delete the words ‘pedestrian and’. 

158/25	MATTERS ARISING

The following matters were raised:
a) That Rural Transport be put on the January 2026 agenda.
b) There had been no response to the letters send to Waterston businesses about speeding vehicles through the village.

159/25	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no public present.
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160/25	UPDATE ON ACCOUNTS TO 30TH NOVEMBER 2025

The following documents had been circulated:

a) Bank Account Reconciliations Summary showing a balance of £374.24 in the Current Acct, £4,639.69 in the Saver Acct, £12,0441.41 in the United Trust Bank acct and £13,535.77 in the UTB Waterston Funds acct.
b)  The Financial Statement – Cashbook showing income of £19,824.18 (gross) and expenditure of £13,776.97 gross).
c) The Financial Budget Comparison showing the Budget set, the actual                                                     income and expenditure figures and the balance remaining under each heading.

RESOLVED:		That the above financial information be accepted.

161/25	ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

The following accounts were approved for payment:

a)  Mrs J Clark-Davies December salary     	      		£309.20
b)  PAYE for December				               £75.00
c)  Cleaner’s wages for November (4 weeks) 		£341.88    
d)  Octopus Energy – elec acct for November for toilets	£25.34
e)  Cllr P Roberts for purchase of 4 x Christmas trees	£250.00

162/25	DRAFT BUDGET FOR 2025-27

The council tax base had been received from PCC which was set at a band ‘D’ equivalent of 424.21 which was slightly up on last year’s 418.48.   A draft budget was set for expenditure which amounted to £26,970.00.  After some discussion it was suggested to increase the precept to £57.50 per household, an increase of £2.50 on the current year.  This would equate to a precept income of £24,392.75 plus additional income, making a total of £26,032.75.  This would mean a shortfall of £937.25 of income over expenditure, which members deemed as acceptable.  These figures would be confirmed at the January meeting.

RESOLVED:	That the draft precept be set at £57.50 for the year 2026-27 which will be confirmed in January.

163/25	TO APPROVE AMENDED FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

The amended financial regulations had been circulated previously and the clerk indicated what changes had been made from the Model regulations.  It was agreed to approve the amended regulations but with point 2.6 being deleted.

RESOLVED:	That the amended financial regulations be approved, with the removal of point 2.6.
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164/25	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following planning application was considered:

a) 25/0758/PA:  Alterations and extensions to The Farm, Main Road, Waterston, SA73 1DT – Members agreed to support this application.

165/25	CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence had been received:

a) OVW Newsletter – noted.
b)  PCC Active Travel Network Mapping – noted.
c)  OPCC Have you say on Policing in Dyfed Powys – noted.
d)  Paul Davies AM Newsletter – noted.
e)  HDUHB Strategy Review - noted.
f)  MENTRUS Community Grant – noted.
g)  PCC Budget Consultation 2026-27 – noted.
h)  Sandy Bear Bereavement charity update – agreed to publicise their need for donations.
i)  OPCC Police Precept Consultation – noted.
j)  A resident of Waterston had raised concerns about the lack of a Christmas tree in Waterston.  – This matter was discussed at length, and it was agreed that the clerk to contact Dragon LNG as soon as possible to find out what their plans for Christmas lighting in Waterston were.

166/25	UPDATE ON BURIAL BOARD MATTERS

The chair provided an updated on recent events with the Burial Board, advising the following:

a) The BB was currently solvent, and the precepts paid by both Councils had not yet been used.  This is mostly due to there not being a paid clerk in position and an increase in burials this year.  
b) The chapel roof had been repaired and paid for and was now watertight.  
c) The committee are considering repairing the internal floor and painting internally and externally, which would leave the chapel in reasonably good condition.  
d) The groundsman has repaired the ride-on mower, but it needs a new deck plus two spindles which will cost approximately £240.00 less VAT to repair.  
e) A Job Description for the Clerk’s position had been drawn up, and the salary will be set from the minimum wage up to £15.00 per hour depending upon experience.  This position will be advertised soon. Aptitude tests will have to be carried out and there will be an appraisal process carried out for the first 6 months to avoid any issues with capability.  
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167/25	ANY OTHER INFORMATION

There were no matters raised by Members.

168/25	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 13th January 2026 at Hazelbeach Mission Hall at 7.00pm.  The Clerk requested a change to the date of the February meeting as she will be going away on the 10th February for a few days.   It was agreed on 17th February 2026.

The meeting closed at 9.10pm.

Signed………………………………………………Chair…………………………Date.

Signed……………………………………………………. Clerk

